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the vessel to the shore, and shoved off, setting sail
as well as they could. While this was happening
near Carleston island, Sieur D’Imberville was on
the sea, with an armed bark carrying the English
flag,— which inspired the two frenchmen on the
English bark with great fear. They were soon
reassured, however, when they found that it was
the french from fort Monsousipi who were chasing
them.*

KEBEC, October 22, 1687.

MONSIEUR, this is the last letter that I shall

write you this year as I have already written
3, in one of which I told you, somewhat in detail,
of our expedition against the Iroquois. Since its
return, they have come in small bands to harry us,
and on various occasions have killed 18 men, always
by surprise. They even attacked a house surrounded
by a palisade, but were repulsed with the loss of 3
of their men. We must expect to be troubled by
them every day.

Monsieur de Louvois wrote to Monsieur de Denon-
ville that he had been informed that porphyry had
been found on the islands of St. Pierre; he sent a
bark thither, with a marble-cutter, who found such
extensive quarries of it that there is enough to build
entire towns. The porphyry lies in beds two and a
half feet thick; and the workman asserts that no
difficulty will be experienced in getting out blocks
30 feet long and 6 wide. Here is material for
fine work. Moreover, it is stated that ships can lie
quite close to the quarries, for the anchorage is good.
It is also hoped that white marble will be found in
the neighborhood of Cape Breton and elsewhere.



